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NMB Releases IBEW From Mediation 
 

IBEW & 10 Other Rail Labor Unions Released 
Stage Set to Bring the Bargaining Process to an End 

   
  

Last Friday afternoon, September 2, 2011, the National Mediation Board (NMB) 
proffered arbitration to the IBEW and 10 other Rail Labor Organizations involved in National 
Negotiations.  That same day, IBEW International President Hill notified the NMB that the 
IBEW was rejecting the proffer of arbitration.  All other Rail Labor Unions also rejected the 
proffer, while the National Carriers’ Conference Committee (NCCC – the negotiating committee 
of railroads) accepted the proffer.   As such, this afternoon the NMB released the parties from the 
mediation process and declared a 30 day cooling off period which runs through October 6, 2011.  
At 12:01a.m. October 7, all parties will be able to resort to non-violent self-help.  This means 
that Rail Labor will be free to strike and the railroads will be free to impose new wages, benefits, 
working rules and conditions on their employees.   

 
Of course two other things may happen during this cooling off period that will forestall 

self-help.  First, the railroads and the unions may reach agreements, however this is very unlikely 
since the railroads haven’t made a reasonable proposal during the nearly 2 years of negotiations.  
And second, President Obama may appoint a Presidential Emergency Board (PEB) to hold 
hearings on the disputes and make recommendations to the parties for settlements.  At this point 
it seems very likely that a PEB will be appointed in order to prevent an national rail shutdown.  
Once a PEB is appointed the Board has 30 days to hold hearing and make recommendations, and 
once the recommendations are released another 30 cooling-off period will begin during which 
the parties will again attempt to reach agreements based on the recommendations of the PEB.  At 
the end of this 30 day cooling off period the parties would then again be able to resort to self-
help, and also at this point Congress could intervene in the dispute and legislatively impose 
agreements on the unions and the railroads. 

 
“The record pace at which this process is moving along is the quickest in my memory of 

railroad negotiations,” stated IBEW President Hill. “If you remember the last round of 
bargaining, we didn’t even get into mediation until 2 years after the contract expired.   This 
round of bargaining we were able to enter mediation just over six months into the process, and 
the process should conclude right around the 2 year mark.  Thanks to all of you for your patience 
during this process, as our goal is to obtain a contract that is fair to you and that gets you your 
fair share of the record profits these railroads are making today.”  



As stated in our last update, the IBEW bargaining coalition and the Rail Labor 
Bargaining Coalition (RLBC) have joined forces to move forward to a PEB.  Our bargaining 
coalition is made up of the American Train Dispatchers (ATDA), the Brotherhood of Railway 
Carmen (BRC), the International Association of Machinists (IAM), the IBEW, the 
Transportation Communications Union (TCU), and the Transport Workers Union (TWU).  The 
RLBC is made up of the Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers – Teamsters (BLE-T), the 
Brotherhood of Maintenance of Way Employees – Teamsters (BMWE-T), the Brotherhood of 
Railway Signalmen (BRS), the International Brotherhood of Boilermakers (IBB), and the Sheet 
Metal Workers International Association (SMWIA).  A copy of the NMB release is attached. 

 


