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United States of Shame

By MAUREENDOWD NYTimes

Stuff happens.

And when you combine limitedgovernment with incompetent government, lethal stuff happens.

America is once more plunged into a snake pit of anarchy, death, looting, raping, marauding thugs,
suffering innocents, a shattered infrastructure, a gutted police force, insufficienttroop levels and
criminallynegligent government planning. But this time it's happening in America.

W. drove his budget-cutting Chevy to the levee, and itwasn't dry. Bye, bye, American lives. "Idon't
think anyone anticipated the breach of the levees," he told Diane Sawyer.

Shirt-sleeves rolled up, W. finallylanded in Hellyesterday and chuckled about his wild boozing days in
"the great city"of N'Awlins.

He was clearly moved. "You know, I'm going to fly out of here in a minute," he said on the runway at the
New Orleans International Airport,"but Iwant you to know that I'mnot going to forget what I've seen."
Out of the cameras' range, and avoided by W., was a convoy of thousands of sick and dying people,
some sprawled on the flooror dumped on baggage carousels at a makeshift M*A*S*Hunit inside the
terminal.
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