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Dear Friends:

I am pleased to advise that I just completed a successful jury trial on behalf of Alstacey

Hayes against Union Pacific Railroad Company, Case No. 012-9799. The case was tried in the

Circuit Court of the City of St. Louis.

Al is employed as a customer service representative. He sustained injuries in the course

of his employment while attempting to exit the UP building at 13thand Olive Streets in St.

Louis. The terrazzo exterior surface of the Olive Street entry/exit way was extremely slick

when wet. There were two terrazzo steps leading down to the terrazzo surface from the exit

doors of the building. On the day of his injury, there were gusting winds and rain which soaked

the terrazzo and created a wet, slick and dangerous condition. The wet slick terrazzo surface

had been reported and complained of before AI's fall, however, no mats, handrails or skid strips

were provided to reduce or eliminate the hazard. As Al exited the building, he attempted to

step down from the bottom step to the surface. As he placed weight on his front foot, AI's feet

skidded out from under him and he became airborne. He fell on his lower back and gluteal

areas (buttock). As a result of this fall, Al sustained severe and disabling spinal, disc and

peripheral nerve injuries and damages.

Initially after the fall, Al experienced numbness in the right hip. Over the succeeding

days and weeks, AI gradually developed low back pain, leg pain and discomfort. The pain and

discomfort became worse over the succeeding four to five weeks. Finally, approximately five

weeks after the fall, Al attempted to perform some yard work and raking. He was unable to

complete the leaf raking because of severe pain. Al visited his doctor and an MRI was

obtained. The MRI confirmed a broad based bilateral disc herniation and protrusion

encroaching upon the spinal canal, overlapping the vertebral bodies, traversing the nerve root

sleeves and causing swelling and enlargement of nerve roots. These broad based bilateral




